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Rising Sun Tavern was b u i l t  around 1760 by Charles Washington, youngest 
b r o t h e r  of George Washington. Rising Sun Tavern i s  a one-and-a-half s t o r y  
frame building covered wi th  broad hand-beveled clapboards.  It i s  approached 
by a s r n ~ l l ,  r e s to red  s tone  porch. I t s  gabled roof is  p ierced  by t h r e e  t i n y  
dormers and b u i l t - i n  end chimneys, The banquet room inc ludes  a paneled 
corner  f i r e p l a c e  and a ha,ndsome b u i l t - i n  cupboard. A l a r g e  ballroom burned 
t o  t h e  ground many yea r s  ago, 

The back yard has been decorated with grape v ines  and r e loca t ed  outbui ldings,  
The work there  is purely con jec tu ra l .  

Extensive r e s t o r a t i o n  has r ecen t ly  been done on the i n t e r i o r  of the t avern ,  
The o l d  Post  Of f i ce  bas been r e s to red .  In  the  process o f  r e s t o r a t i o n  some 
of t he  o r i g i n a l  r a i l i n g s  from the  18th century bar  were found under the  . 
plas te r  and t h e  e n t i r e  ba r  has now been r e b u i l t ,  Chair  r a i l s ,  corn ices ,  
paneled: fireplace and unique stairway have a l l  been r e p a i r e d  and pain ted  
i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s ,  Fu rn i tu re  and accessorFes a l l  d a t e  from the  l a t e  
18th  century.  The house i s  open t o  the publ ic  on an unl imited bas i s .  

Boundary 

The boundaries inc lude  a l l  t h a t  p l o t  of land owned by the Associa t ion  f o r  
t h e  P re se rva t ion  of V i rg in i a  An t iqu i t i e s  which conta ins  Rising Sun Tavern 
and t h e  s m a l l  vineyard t o  i ts  r ea r .  The boundaries a r e  descr ibed  by the red 
l i n e  on t h e  accompanying tnap A ,  l abe l l ed  "City of Fredericksburg,  Off i c e  of 
Commissioner of Revenue" and las t  dated 1973. 
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Rising Sun Tavern was a f a v o r i t e  s topover  f o r  southern  statesmen on 
t h e i r  way from t h e i r  own colonies t o  Fhi lade lphia  and the Cont inenta l  
Congress. Here, i n  1777,  George Mason, George Wythe, Edmund Pendleton, 
Thomas Lee, and Thomas J e f f e r s o n  out l ined  the b i l l  t h a t  J e f f e r s o n  l a t e r  
phrased a s  t he  S t a t u t e o f  V i rg in i a  f o r  R e l i g i o u s  Liberty.  The Peace B a l l ,  
a t tended by George Washington and his mother, h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  La  Fayette, 
Rochambeau, ' d e  Grasse, and o the r s ,  i n  ce l eb ra t ion  of v i c t o r y  a t  Yorktown, 
w a s  held i n  1781 i n  the  assembly room, long s i n c e  burned. John Marshall, 
Paer ick  Henry and Hugh Mercer a r e  a few of the o the r  c o l o n i a l  l eaders  
who m e t  a t  Rising Sun Tavern. The i n n  ceased t o  be opera ted  as a p l ace  
of business  sometime p r i o r  t o  t h e  C tv i l  War, and was made an historic 
shrine fol lowing i t s  purchase by the Associat ion f o r  t h e  Preserva t ion  of 
Virginia Antiquit ies in 1907. 
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